NIZAM-UL-MULK FOUNDS HAIDARABAD              173

Bahadur Shah under the title of Mahomed Ibrahim Shah.
But the nobles of Delhi were weary of the overweening
insolence of the Sayads and gathered round the reigning
emperor. Nevertheless Abdulla Khan was able to collect
a considerable force; and at Shahpur on the road from
Agra to Delhi he fought for two days a hardly contested
action. On the second day he rashly dismounted from his
elephant to encourage his men; but receiving several
wounds he was taken prisoner and his army dispersed
(November 1720)".

Mahomed Shah returned to Delhi in triumph, lie at first
appointed Mahomed Amin Khan as his vazir. But on his
death a few hours later, lie gave that important post to
Nizam-ul-Mulk. Thus in a few months the rebel had not
only conquered the Deccan, but had raided himself to the
first office in the empire. In addition he was allowed to
retain the governorship of Malwa and the viceroyalty of
the Deccan. Although Mahomed Shah put up a bell in his
apartments, the chain of which any aggrieved subject
might pull, he was really as idle and dissolute as any of
his predecessors. When the new vazir reached Delhi in
January 1722, he found the imperial affairs in utter con-
fusion, He at once applied to their study his keen and
powerful mind. But serious and decorous himself, he
could neither understand nor sympathise with the emperor's
youthful levity. He constantly rebuked his sovereign in
grave and, worse still, lengthy speeches. At last Mahomed
Shah, tired to death of his solemn vazir, encouraged his
courtiers and boon companions to mimic the Turk's
manners and pull faces at him behind his back. When
ridicule failed, Mahomed Shah thought to destroy his vazir
by appointing him governor of Guzarat. The previous
governor was one Haidar JCuli Khan, to whom the emperor
sent a despatch, urging him to resist and, if possible, to
kill the nevr nominee. Haidar Kuli Khan readily obeyed.
But the Nizam was more than a match for his treacherous